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From Development Assistance to Win-Win Cooperation :
Cooperative Mechanisms for Deep-Sea Capacity Building and
China’s Pathway

Liu Huirong' Yu Dongmei' Gaoxiang”
(1. School of Law,Ocean University of China,Qingdao 266100, China;
2. National Deep Sea Center,Qingdao 266237 ,China)

Abstract: Deep-sea capacity building and marine technology transfer are central to the sustainable
governance of the global ocean and the equitable sharing of benefits. Capacity deficits in deep-sea scien-
tific research, technological equipment, and institutional participation among developing countries
constitute fundamental obstacles to their substantive participation in deep-sea governance, making it
difficult for formal equality to translate into substantive equity. Drawing on the development philoso-
phy embodied in the principle of the common heritage of mankind, and situated within the transfor-
mation of international development cooperation paradigms, this study analyzes the transition of deep-
sea capacity building from traditional development assistance to partnership-based win-win coopera-
tion. By examining the normative evolution of capacity-building obligations under the law of the sea
framework and the practices of existing international cooperation mechanisms, the paper elucidates
the conceptual transformation, normative development, and institutional construction of deep-sea ca-
pacity building. Building on this foundation, the study takes China's deep-sea capacity-building prac-
tice as an empirical case to examine the pathways it has explored through the establishment of multi-
modal cooperation mechanisms integrating North-South cooperation, South-South cooperation, and
triangular cooperation. The findings indicate that China’s practice not only provides a replicable insti-
tutional reference for the effective implementation of the CBTMT regime under the BBNJ Agreement,
but also contributes operational pathways for bridging the gap between normative expectations and
implementation realities in deep-sea governance. These efforts demonstrate exemplary value at the lev-
els of practice, concepts, and institutions.

Key words: deep-sea capacity building; BBN]J Agreement; global partnership; South-South coop-

eration; sustainable development
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